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From the desk of
usan Mone

Once again we find ourselves getting wrapped up in the busy days of
preparation for Christmas. Everywhere we go are the bright lights and
decorations and our days are filled with our personal preparations, decorating
our homes, shopping for that perfect gift for everyone on our list, writing
Christmas cards, shopping for our Christmas feast or making travel plans to
share Christmas with family and friends.

As Christians the church gives us a special time of spiritual preparation for
the real meaning of Christmas. These four weeks of Advent are a time for us
to ready ourselves for the coming of our Savior. Advent is a time of quiet anticipation. When we think about
it, what is the joy of Christmas, but the joy of anticipation.

As we prepare remember to set aside some time each day to reflect during these 28 days of Advent, to be
ready for Christ’s birth and make it a part of the anticipation. When you buy your stamps for those Christmas
cards, celebrate Christ birth by purchasing the religious Christmas stamp. And as sales people take Christ out
of Christmas with their greetings of Happy Holiday, respond back with a wish of “Merry Christmage

As the New Year is welcomed in, we look forward to many activities within our courts. One of
the things that is coming upon us is the time for elections of court officers. As nominating
committees start their job of filling a slate, | ask that if you are asked to run for an office that
you please take time to think and pray and be open to the idea of serving your court by
accepting an office. New officers bring fresh ideas and talents to the court to help keep the
court alive and growing.

Also soon after the New Year you will receive more information about the National convention
in Omaha, Nebraska in July. It is a wonderful and fun experience to attend a National convention and

share the time with about 1200 other CDA sisters. So start planning to join your State Board in Omaha. This
is a chance to represent your court and your state and to have a say in the workings of the Catholic
Daughters.

I invite all members to attend one of the 4 workshops coming up in Jan. and Feb. These are being planned for
your benefit to help you and your court to grow and succeed. The Regents will have all the information very
soon.

I thank you for all the invitations to your court Christmas celebrations and I wish | could attend them all, but
I haven't learned how to clone myself.

May all of you enjoy a wonderful and blessed Christmas and all of the Christ Child’s many blessings of health
and happiness in the New Year for you and your family.

.;-q.l' ..:‘Il‘ e
“*m% E ; T ,
S Susan Mone, Az. State Regent
ol
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From the Desk of Joanne Tomassl,
National Regent.

Dear Catholic Daughters of the State of Arizona,

Recently, | was in the gift shop at the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception in Washington DC. | was amazed at
the very large assortment of Advent Wreaths displayed in the
Christmas section of the store. Some were very simple - just
a simple circle containing four small receptacles for holding the traditional purple
and pink candles of the season. Others were much more ornate, with elaborate
decorative metalwork and large votive-style candle holders. Then there were
those that were more artistic in design, made of porcelain and featuring
sculptural figures like the Holy Family or angels and trumpets. Each

design was very unique and special in its own way.

As | continued my visit in the Great Upper Church | found myself @é
drawn toward the beautiful chaplets behind the main alter dedicated
to the original 15 mysteries of the Rosary. As National Regent of the
Catholic Daughters of the Americas | feel a special affection for these
chaplets, as we sponsored the five Glorious Mysteries many, many years ago. |
stood there praying for the many members who came before us and forged the
way and helped us to become the hands and feet of Christ ministering to those in
need in our church, our community and our world. Then, it struck me—

&

(fl . those Advent wreaths | had been admiring just a few moments before
. ol 2 were very much like our members. Each one was special in its own
o Wy .
Eﬁwﬂf way. Just like our members, they served the same purpose and yet no
S R )
Ay S 1 two were alike.
}f) ' " Every member of the Catholic Daughters is called to share her unique
i/

talents and abilities in serving the Lord. The work of your court cannot
o be accomplished by just two or three, but rather by the efforts of all the
members contributing their own individual talents to the efforts of the group. As
you celebrate this Advent season and prepare for the coming of the Christ Child, |
pray that you will think about what gift you will give to Him. Will it be the gift of
His hands and feet through your work for Catholic Daughters? When we give of
ourselves we receive so much more in return. Offer your time and your talents to
your court and celebrate the Christmas Season with the knowledge that you gave
of yourself. “With God All Things Are Possible” ~ Matthew 19:26
Christmas Blessing,

%Z ‘ Ce
ades !

Joanne Tomassi
National Regent il
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A Word from your State Officers

1st Vice State Regent

Maureen O’Reilly/O’Shea
Ct. Queen of Peace. No. 2359, Green Valley

Christmas Season always seems to come upon us so quickly. I think perhaps it
does so, because as Catholic Daughters we have hit the road running since the
first part of September. Many of our winter visitors are now back and others
will join us through Thanksgiving, Christmas and the New Year. | have been
busy working with my own Court joining them on the many activities they
have planned for this year.

Rosary Saturday in Tucson on October 15th was a great thrill for us all. It was
hot and a long wait to get into the Cathedral but the end result is what we all
waited for. This is the first time this event has been held in Tucson. The
Cathedral was packed and 995 people were in the procession. Most Courts in the Diocese were represented
|nclud|ng our Junior CDA and Squires from Marana.

Your Officers are now preparing for the four workshops that will take place early in the new year. We hope as
many as possible will attend. We will keep you posted as to locations, dates, and times very shortly. Be sure
and let us know if there are any topics you would like to discuss or any activities you would espeC|aIIy

like to see covered. These are your workshops and your input is important to us.

Keep in your prayers our National Officer Delma Araiza as she and her family go
through this very difficult time. Pray that her health will improve and she will be o
back with us soon. May God Bless all of you and your families during this Holiest

of seasons.
2nd Vice Regent
Irene Gramza
Ct Our Lady of Guadalupe 2250, Phoenix,
1903 Society

When your state officers attended the training at Our Lady of the Snows in July, we saw a presentation on
what is happening to our National headquarters. Time had taken a toll on this beautiful historic building and
it is in need of major repairs. That is the reason for the formation of the 1903 SOCIETY.

We were offered the opportunity to be on the ground-breaking edge of the Society. The members of the board
discussed this opportunity and made a pledge on behalf of the Catholic Daughters of Arizona. We are asking
the help of all of the members to defer the cost of the pledge over the next two years. As state chairmen for
the 1903 Society | am asking each court to make a donation of $1.00 per member with your state dues in April
of 2012 and again in April 2013 to reflect the pledge.

As you look through your Fall SHARE magazine, you will see the information on the 1903
Society, pg. 22 and a picture on pg. 27 of those that pledged at the workshop. Some of us
also pledged personal memberships, you can also do that. I will be doing more on the
Society at the regional workshops in the spring.

In closing, I wish you and yours a BLESSED AND JOYOUS CHRISTMAS
SEASON.
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State Treasurer

Marilyn Witte
Ct. St. Francis of Assisi No 2221, Tucson

Well this year is almost over. | really don't know where it went. It was a productive
year. We had our State convention, Officers went to Belleville for a great workshop
and also an officers retreat in Sonoita at Santa Rita Abbey. ‘Looking forward to
another great year in 2012.

Have a safe and Blessed Christmas and a very Happy New Year j'
o
Marilyn witte, State Treasurer NogTHR

PD.LE'

State Secretary -

JoAnn Kersbergen
Ct. Padre Kino, Tempe

I have been busy collecting dues for the State courts as well as financial reports from
®-. each of the Courts. | hope all Regents are aware that you do not have to get the vote
from the Court. The dues can be paid by Regent and Treasurer signing a check and
send them off in both the direction of the State Secretary and the National office in
New York. Make sure the amounts are appropriate for each of the dues checks.

As we are all getting ready for the Holidays and the Birthday of Jesus, with gift
giving and plenty of foods, Arts and craft bazaars, Family gatherings, as well as,
Church events, to say nothing of the new use of the new missal changes.

', God bless to all Catholic Daughters during this blessed season. And joyful outlook
: toward the workshops to come after the first of the year.

JoAnn Kersbergen

CDA
MISSION STATEMENT

The purposes of the organization are to participate in the religious, charitable
and educational Apostolates of the Church. Catholic Daughters of the
Americas engages in creative and spiritual programs which provide its
members with the opportunity to develop their God-given talents in
meaningful ways that positively influence the welfare of the Church and all
people throughout the world. Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to
embrace the principal of faith through love in the promotion of justice,
equality and the advancement of human rights and human dignity for all.
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STATE ACTIVITIES FOR FALL

Monday, Jan 23, 2012 State Workshops
Roe vs. Wade Jan 21—Yuma

Spend an hour in Adoration and Penance in March 10—Green Valley
Atonement for the sins of Abortion February 10—
February 11--

FROM NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE CHAIR

TO: State and Territorial Court Regents and Legislative Chairs
FROM: Margaret Sitte, National Legislative Chair, Catholic Daughters of the Americas
DATE: November 16, 2011

An attempt by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nv.) to fast-track funding for abortion
was stopped dead in its tracks yesterday. A small group of pro-life senators held up Reid’s
plans on the Senate floor yesterday, refusing to give him the “unanimous consent” he was
seeking. Senator David Vitter (R-La.) was joined by other pro-life senators, including Jim
DeMint (R-SC), Rand Paul (R-Ky.), and Mike Lee (R-Utah).

Thank you to all of the Catholic Daughters who took time to contact their U.S. Senators.

Approved: Joanne Tomassi, National Regent

+ROUND TR SIALE OF ARIZOWA

COURT ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

We had our meeting November 7th with a Mass for our deceased
members. Our Chaplain Father Allt said the Mass for us followed by
a guest speaker Doctor Earl Surwit.

We held our mini bazaar and white elephant the week end of Nov 5
& 6. It was a great success—better than last year.

We will be having our Christmas party on December 5

@f?g with a potluck, gift exchange and sing along with Linda
v"'l: {:ﬁ playing the piano for us. Trudi Cisco, Regent
AN Wﬂ ENRIR
%))
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Court Queen of Peace #2359, Green Valley

¥ We are beginning to have the return of our “winter” members and are delighted to
see them! We will be adding new members to our Court as Vice Regent

Y = Elaine Wiebe is conducting a membership drive.

We have many things on the calendar for the
months ahead. We will have our Court Christmas
Party at the home of Financial Secretary Judy
Sender. It is always a fun event. Our State Vice Regent Maureen O’Shea
will be giving us additional information on the Outreach Christmas Giving
Tree which will be in the Narthex during the month of November and
December. She will also give us an update on the Court Fashion Show on
February 7, 2012, here in Green Valley. Dillard’'s will supply us with the
fashions and we will have a luncheon with the presentation.

As Advent approaches, the Court is selling Advent wreaths and candles as well as Mission
Bells. Cathy Brassell is chairing this fund raiser and braving the early morning cold on
Sunday mornings.

Education Chairman Armida Goeden has begun getting out information on the Education
Contest and is progressing very welll All AZ Courts have been asked to take part in this
venture.

Father Maldonado will be conducting a Retreat for us on February 27.

Our Court is looking forward to hosting a State Workshop on March 10. It is always great
to be with our sisters!

As you can see, we are busy, busy and enjoying every minute of it.

Regent Carol Scalise

Court St. Augustine, No. 1227,
will have

Christmas Nacimiento Expo.

Sunday, December 18, 2011 W AR :
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. AV YTV,
$5.00 Donation ' | e e (O

ol

Refreshments complementary.
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.CDA Santa Cruz Court # 1341

"} CDA Santa Cruz Court #1341 will be celebrating its

70t Anniversary on December 8, 2011. The historic

events of the December 7, 1941 bombing of Pearl
Harbor, presented the newly formed court to roll
bandages as their first project. Court Santa Cruz and
continues to serve the needs of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Nogales.
We are most fortunate that a large part of our membership is those that
have been Catholic Daughers for 20 — 60 year members, as well as having
two of our original members still in our community.

Court Santa Cruz will be celebrating with a luncheon following the 12:10 Mass at Sacred
Heart of Jesus Parish in Nogales on December 8- 2011.

St. Rose Of Lima Court gives bishop check for seminarian
By Carolyn Vessels, Regent

On Sept. 23, the Graham County
Supervisor and the mayors of
Safford, Pima and Thatcher met to
sign a proclamation for White
Ribbons Against Pornography
Week. Behind the signers are St.
Rose of Lima Court members
Deborah Gibbs, Helen Romero,
Shari Sutorka and Carolyn Vessels.
The Court gave white ribbons to
parishioners at the end of October.

Also, on Sept. 23, Fr. Edward Lucero was formally installed by Bishop Kicanas as pastor of
St. Rose of Lima Church in Safford. CDA Court 2398 made salads for the dinner. At the
installation Mass we presented the bishop with a check for $2,200 for the seminarian fund
to add to the $100 we gave him last month. This represents the proceeds from oo
our last fashion show. (I will send another picture on another subject under

. separate cover.)

Carolyn
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